
527

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 979.35

time and manner prescribed in § 979.26,
the Secretary may, without regard to
nominations, select the members and
alternates on the basis of the represen-
tation provided for in § 979.22.

§ 979.29 Acceptance.
Any person selected by the Secretary

as member or as an alternate member
of the committee shall, prior to serving
as such, qualify by filing a written ac-
ceptance with the Secretary within the
time period specified by the Secretary.

§ 979.30 Vacancies.
To fill committee vacancies, the Sec-

retary may select members or alter-
nates from nominees on the latest
nomination reports or from nomina-
tions made in the manner specified in
§ 979.26 or from other eligible persons. If
the names of nominees to fill any such
vacancy are not made available to the
Secretary within 30 days after such va-
cancy occurs, the vacancy may be
filled without regard to nomination,
but such selection shall be made on the
basis of representation provided for in
§ 979.22.

§ 979.31 Alternate member.
An alternate member of the com-

mittee shall act in the place and stead
of the member for whom he is an alter-
nate, during such member’s absence or
when designated to do so by such mem-
ber. In the event both a member of the
committee and his alternate are unable
to attend a committee meeting, the
member or his alternate or the com-
mittee, in that order, may designate
another alternate from the same dis-
trict and the same group (handler or
grower) to serve in such member’s
stead. In the event of the death, re-
moval, resignation, or disqualification
of a member, his alternate shall act for
him until a successor of such member
is selected and has qualified. The com-
mittee may request the attendance of
alternates at any or all meetings, not-
withstanding the expected or actual
presence of the respective members.

§ 979.32 Procedure.
(a) Seven members of the committee

shall be necessary to constitute a
quorum and the same number of con-
curring votes shall be required to pass

any motion or approve any committee
actions.

(b) In assembled meetings all votes
shall be cast in person. However, the
committee may provide for meetings
by telephone, telegraph, or other
means of communication and any vote
cast at such meetings shall be prompt-
ly confirmed in writing and recorded in
the minutes of each meeting so as to
reflect how each member voted.

§ 979.33 Expenses.
Members and alternates, when serv-

ing as members of the committee, shall
serve without compensation but shall
be reimbursed for such expenses au-
thorized by the committee and nec-
essarily incurred by them in attending
committee meetings and in the per-
formance of their duties under this
part: Provided, That the committee at
its discretion may request the attend-
ance of one or more alternates at any
or all meetings notwithstanding the
expected or actual presence of the re-
spective members and may pay ex-
penses as aforesaid.

§ 979.34 Powers.
The committee shall have the fol-

lowing powers:
(a) To administer the provisions of

this part in accordance with its terms;
(b) To make rules and regulations to

effectuate the terms and provisions of
this part:

(c) To receive, investigate, and report
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tion of the provisions of this part; and

(d) To recommend to the Secretary
amendments to this part.

§ 979.35 Duties.
The committee shall have, among

others, the following duties:
(a) As soon as practicable after the

beginning of each term of office, to
meet and organize, to select a chair-
man and such other officers as may be
necessary, to select subcommittees,
and to adopt such rules, regulations,
and bylaws for the conduct of its busi-
ness as it deems necessary, and to rec-
ommend nominees for the public mem-
ber and alternate;

(b) To act as intermediary between
the Secretary and any grower or han-
dler;
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